ICPJ Workshops 
Sign up for workshops at 8:30 at Finnegan Auditorium, Damen Hall
Morning Sessions start at 11:00 am at Dumbach Hall

· Clearwater Project to Stop Blackwater:  Update and Planning for Future Actions  (Dan Kenny)
· Every Day Peacemaking  (Fred Turk)
· Future Directions in Media Activism (Mitchell Szczepanczyk) 

· Help America Vote On Paper (Melisa Urda)
· How to Bring DemocracyNow! to Your Community  (Dickelle Fonda and Dale Lehman)
· Incorporating the Israel/Palestine Issue into Local Peace Activism  (C. Van Slyke and Jennifer-Bing Canar)
· Single Payer Health Care  (Richard Whitney)
· Submitting Referenda Questions to your Township Meetings: How, What and Why (Rita Maniotis and Laurel Lambert)
· Video Production for Activists (Lee Goodman)
· War On Iran? Educating the Public (Mike Lynn, Monica Buckley and Robin Semer)
Afternoon sessions start at 3:15 at Dumbach Hall
· Blackwater and PMSCs:  Outsourcing Our Security to Private Armies with Public Money (Dan Kenny) 
· Comercio Justo--Fair Trade Resources  (Tom Baker)
· Framing the Progressive Message-Strategies for Communicating Beyond the Choir (Beverley Walter and David Borris)
· Future Directions in Media Activism  (Mitchell Szczepanczyk)
· Grassroots Action Networking Online:  The Peace Justice and Environment Project (Andrew Lehman, Marcia Bernsten, Laurel Lambert) 
· Help America Vote On Paper (Melisa Urda)
· How to Bring DemocracyNow! to Your Community  (Dickelle Fonda and Dale Lehman)
· Incorporating the Israel/Palestine Issue into Local Peace Activism  (Caren Van Slyke)
· Single Payer Health Care  (Richard Whitney)
· War On Iran? Educating the Public (Mike Lynn, Monica Buckley and Robin Semer)
Workshop Details

Blackwater and PMSCs: Outsourcing Our Security To Private Armies with Public Money  Sponsoring Groups: noprivatearmies.org/Clearwater Project & De Kalb Interfaith Network for Peace and Justice; presenter: Dan Kenney 
This presentation will cover the role Private military firms and private security companies (PMSCs) are playing in the world with information gathered from the UN Working Group on the Use of Mercenaries world wide. I will discuss the dangers posed for citizens by the increased dependency of weak states and strong states on private companies carrying out the functions that were once reserved for governments. The presentation will also cover efforts to provide legal oversight of this growing tide that now employs over one million in South America and thousands more in Africa, Europe, and of course the US. This privatization of security is connected to the global privatization movement that grew out of Milton Friedman's Chicago School of Economics, as outlined by Naomi Klein in her book, Shock Doctrine, which explains how private military companies serving as the armed forces of the "free market," make war on indigenous people, working people, and farmers around the world. We will explore the "market of force" and how it impacts those who work for peace.  
Clearwater Project to Stop Blackwater: Update and Planning for Future Actions  Sponsoring Group: noprivatearmies.org/ Clearwater; presenters: Mary Shesgreen and Dan Kenney
Attendees will be updated on the work completed by the group since last year's conference. Also an update on state, national, and international legislation will be provided. The workshop will be intended to also discuss possible upcoming actions and campaigns to get Blackwater out of Illinois and to pass legislation to regulate PMSCs in Illinois.

Comercio Justo (Fair Trade Resources) Sponsoring Group Nicaragua Solidarity and Fair Trade Resource, presenter Tom Baker  

Coffee Is a Cause. There are developments in the "Fair Trade" community about which we all should know. Should the "Fair Trade" price to the grower be based on market price or cost of production? Secondly, the Big Buyers like Starbucks and Wal Mart are moving into the Fair Trade market; what's that mean? And, finally, we need to know more about the Cooperativista Movement.  50 minutes with video and discussion 
Documents with further descriptions of the workshop content can be accessed at: http://www.ilcpj.org/uploads/resources/1206248465.pdf and http://www.ilcpj.org/uploads/resources/1206248517.pdf
EveryDay Peacemaking  Sponsoring Group, Sauk Valley Interfaith Peace Action; presenter Fred Turk

Experimental methods including role plays will be used to refine non-violent techniques of dealing with personal contacts.  This is intended for anyone, but especially peacemakers.
Framing the Progressive Message -Strategies for Communicating Beyond the Choir Sponsoring Group Oak Park Coaltion for Truth and Justice; Presenters Beverley Walter and David Borris

GOAL OF WORKSHOP: We live at a critical time and the decisions made now will have long-term, momentous consequences.  These decisions need to be made in the full light of public awareness, but the bias of the corporatist media blocks us from communicating the progressive message. But is there anything we can do about it? The thesis of this workshop is that there is something we can do:  we can be our own media.  But we need a strategy and we need to be aware of the sophisticated communication research and tools that have been developed. 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: This workshop will present the groundbreaking work of George Lakoff and others in showing why Progressives have failed to communicate their message in the past and how we can use the discoveries of cognitive science (basically, how people really think) to develop effective strategies. The workshop will include a background presentation, handouts, examples of potential progressive strategic initiatives and a participatory component. Terms explored include:  Framing, deep frames, cognitive science, biconceptualism, moral politics, strategic initiatives, and the 12 traps to avoid. BACKGROUNG OF PRESENTERS:  Beverley Walter was Chair of the Metro West Peace Center for two years and is currently Chair of the Outreach Committee of ICPJ.  She has a Masters Degree in Spanish from Northwestern University and is a certified practitioner of Neural- Linguistic Programming.  David Borris serves on the board of the North Suburban Peace Initiative, a 900 member coalition of engaged citizens. He lives in Highland Park with his wife , Cari, where they have raised their three children Benjamin, William, and Kate; and is the founder and owner of Hels Kitchen Catering in Northbrook.
Future Directions in Media Activism  Sponsoring group:  Chicago Media Action, Presenter:  Mitchell Szczepanczyk

Learn about the latest developments in "media activism" – making media, distributing media, challenging dominant media, affecting the political and economic dimensions that affect media.  Participants are encouraged

to bring their own media-related questions, ideas, and concerns to the workshop, no matter what "media activism" might mean.

Grassroots Action Networking Online:  The Peace Justice and Environment Project  Sponsored by Neighbors for Peace, North Shore Coalition for Peace and Justice and Near West Citizens for Peace and Justice presented by Andrew Lehman, Marcia Bernsten and Laurel Lambert Schmidt
This session will explore how individuals and organizations can organize actions within states and across state lines using the a web application called the Actions Options Tool (AOT).  We will also be focusing on how to create a statewide network using the application. 
On April 1st, 2006 the activists at the founding conference of the Illinois Coalition of Peace & Justice voted unanimously to accept the AOT.  The software was designed specifically for ICPJ by participating members and includes an actions grid that provides an opportunity for member organizations to note their degree of support for each other's actions.  Additional features have since been programmed into the website including forums, calendar, resources center, message center, petition and boycott functions. All this is now open source.

Recent additions to the programming include an eletter center, online fundraising capabilities, and robust social networking designed to provide each user and each participating organization their own social networking center filled with features such as mass text blasting and multiple degree indirect influence charting.  The programmers have continued to refine the application’s capabilities and through volunteers make it available for free.

Two coalitions, The Minnesota Alliance of Peacemakers and ICPJ now both rely on the AOT to enhance member organization communication and cooperation. In states where there is no coalition volunteers have offered the AOT to local activists. Fifteen state networks have emerged using the AOT. 

Over 700 peace and justice organizations in twenty states now rely on the AOT to communicate with each other and coordinate actions. Now twenty (going on 24) states use the same programming to share actions across state lines, propagating actions such as the 'Iran Emergency Response' from one state to another. Spontaneous grass roots propagations of actions across state lines - with no hierarchy or national organization -  result from relationships encouraged by the AOT.

Over the next eighteen months volunteers plan to raise networks in the remaining 30 states. An organization has emerged to facilitate this process, the Peace, Justice & Environment Project (PJEP). PJEP recently applied for 501c3 status.

Help America Vote On Paper Sponsoring Group: Illinois Ballot Integrity Project (IBIP), presenter, Melisa Urda "Help America Vote On Paper ", an 18 minute video showing the vulnerabilities with electronic voting machines.  According to a Government Accountability Office report, optical scan and touchscreen voting machines have been plagued with reliability and security issues resulting in votes being lost.  Discussion of Illinois legislation to protect the vote with election night audits will follow.  A brief powerpoint presentation explaining Clean Elections and how campaigns are publicly funded in Arizona will also be shown. Arizona Clean Elections serves as a model for elections in Illinois, to reduce the influence of large donations in return for political favors. 
How to Bring DemocracyNow! to Your Community  Sponsoring Groups: Neighbors for Peace and North Shore Coalition for Peace & Justice, presenters:  Dickelle Fonda and Dale Lehman 
Dickelle Fonda and Dale Lehman will present a workshop on how to bring the award winning independent news program, DemocracyNow! to your communities’ public/community/college radio stations or community access televsion stations..Having recently been successful in Evanston at ECTV in doing this, Dickelle and Dale will provide guidance for anyone interested in trying to do this in their community.  The presenters have worked closely with the DNOW! outreach folks in NY and they will have marketing and presentation materials for distribution.

Incorporating the Israel/Palestine Issue into Local Peace Activism  Sponsoring Group: Committee for a Just Peace in Israel and Palestine (CJPIP), presenters:  Caren Van Slyke and Jennifer-Bing Canar.
Local peace organizations that focus on the Middle East need to incorporate the Israel/Palestine issue into their work.  This situation is essential to understanding the media's role in distorting reality in the Middle East and to undermining support for the U.S. government's policies promoting injustice and war throughout the region. Distortions of this issue have fed into claims conflating support with Israel 's policies towards the Palestinians with the "war on terror" and in building support for occupation and militarism throughout the region. Yet many groups stay away from this issue because of concerns that it is “too complicated” or “too divisive even within the peace movement.”
Representatives of the Oak Park-based Committee for a Just Peace in Israel and Palestine (CJPIP) will discuss our strategies for building grassroots activism and community-wide education on this issue.  We will describe our approach and successes in making this an ongoing part of our community’s political discussion. We will also discuss our approach to disingenuous calls for us to be “balanced” with our assertion that “we are the balance” to conventional narratives about this conflict.
We will provide resources so that other local groups can incorporate information, speakers, and activism around this issue into their local work.   We will also discuss strategies for overcoming attempts to negate or marginalize activities around this work by false claims of "anti-Semitism" and "anti-Israel propaganda."  
We will discuss these questions:
1. Why should local peace and justice groups incorporate support for a just peace in Israel and Palestine into our work?
2. What national and local resources are there to support this work?  How can we make linkages around this work?
3. How can we overcome the range of responses from our membership and within the broader community that ranges from "that's too divisive for us to take up" to "if it criticizes Israel , it's anti-Semitic.”
Single Payer Health Care  Sponsoring Groups:  Shawnee Green Party and Health Care for All Illinois, presenter, Rich Whitney

From major presidential contenders to Governor Blagojevich, from Michael Moore's "Sicko" to national pundits and pollsters, the phrase, "universal health care" is getting a lot of play these days. But what are politicians actually proposing when they use the phrase? Come learn more about the issues and the best plan for achieving universal health care: a single payer, public health insurance system. Hear the case for single payer, learn about specific bills, the Health Care for All Illinois coalition, and what you can do to help us win a single-payer system, either state-wide or nationally.

Submitting Referenda Questions to your Township Meetings: How, What and Why. Sponsoring Group, Near West citizens for peace and Justice, presenters Rita Maniotis and Laurel Lambert Schmidt.
Rita and Laurel will discuss their experiences in getting questions of public policy on the Township ballots in Illinois including the passage of the first referendum in the nation to ask for a cessation of war funding.  It passed in Berwyn Township, a working class suburb of Chicago, by 77%.  They will have handouts available as how to guides. 
Video Production for Activists, Sponsoring group:  Northbrook Peace Committee, presenter Lee Goodman

Lee Goodman will discuss documentary, news, and propaganda techniques, distribution, and some technical issues in video production. He has been producing videos for the past several years that have been used by political campaigns and activist efforts. One of his videos is among the most commented on at YouTube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uk6t_tdOkwo
War On Iran? Educating the Public. Sponsoring Group: No War on Iran Working Group, and Chicago Progressive Alliance;  Presenters:  Mike Lynn, Monica Buckley and Robin Semer.

The purpose of the workshop will be to discuss the work being done in Chicago around the Iran issue and to provide a look at a new educational project being developed by the Chicago Progressive Alliance. The intended audience is anyone interested in educating the broader American public about the threat of an attack on Iran and offering them opportunities to become active in opposing any such attack. 
